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Tuesday, March 13th, a contingent of Tennessee fire service representatives convened at the 
State Capitol to show support for Senate Bill 2306, presented by Sen. Rosalind Kurita (D-
Clarksville), which would require all cigarettes sold in the State of Tennessee to meet "fire 
safe" standards.   

From 2001 through 2005, fires started by smoking materials resulted in 800 fires (673 of which 
were residential), over $13 million in damages, and 36 deaths.  

While the new cigarettes aren't expected to totally eliminate the inherent risk of fire that any 
smoking material presents, fire service leaders feel that any fire that is prevented makes the 
passage of this legislation worthwhile. 

Fire-safe cigarettes are already required in eight states and all of Canada.  Kentucky and 
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A fire-safe cigarette has a reduced propensity 
to burn when left unattended.  The most 
common fire-safe technology used by 
cigarette manufacturers is to wrap cigarettes 
with two or three thin bands of less-porous 
paper that act as “speed bumps” to slow down 
a burning cigarette.  If a fire-safe cigarette is 
left unattended, the burning tobacco will reach 
one of these speed bumps and self-extinguish. 

Not Smoking is the Healthiest and Safest! 
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