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| would like to begin by thanking everyone for a great conference this year. We made
some huge strides in the right direction. That being said, | want to make sure to
encourage all of the public safety educators in Tennessee to keep thinking outside the
box when it comes to presenting fire prevention and life safety material to the public. At
this year’'s conference, we saw some rather unorthodox ways to get the point across.
The awesome thing about these unorthodox methods is that they work! We want to get
people to listen to us, and we need to continue to go out into the public. Even more
importantly we need to get the public in our stations. | spoke with numerous people
during the conference that are doing this quite effectively. A course that | recently
attended was a Child Safety Seat Inspection and Installation certification course. | never
realized that there was so much involved in properly installing a car seat. After taking
this course | requested that we send all of our personnel to this course. What does this
course do? Not only does it allow us to learn a new skill, but also this skill and a properly
administered program will bring the people to you! While you are installing the car seat,
you can also cover fire safety and life safety topics. There are numerous fire
departments throughout the state that are already doing this. This would be a great
program for any fire department to enter into and to be able to designate their stations
as Child Safety Seat Inspection points. Congratulations to those departments that have
already thought outside the box by implementing this program and bringing those
important citizens into their fire departments. In closing, | encourage all of the fire
departments in Tennessee that have not thought about such a program to seriously
consider it as another one of those possibly unorthodox ways to reach the public. Take
my word for it.... IT WORKS.
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Five young children, an adolescent and an adult were killed when a fire raged thraughears
Memphis house. The two-story wooden house went ablaze early that day and tookgheefise20
minutes to bring the blaze under control.

Lieutenant Keith Staples of the Memphis Fire Department reportecvin&¢nagers and a child who
escaped the blaze were hospitalized with second-degree burns on their facanddod=sarms.

Staples told reporters, "During an interior search we did find seven bodies orsdedult, one
adolescent, and five small children.”

Authorities are still seeking to determine the identities of the victimshemdrelationship to one
another. The bodies of the victims were transported to the Shelby County medinaiexis office for
identification and cause-of-death tests.

The initial cause of the fire still remains unknown.
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Tropical Storm Fay helped to put out Cocke County’s severe forest fire. Thenalaziscovered on
August 2% and burned about 1,800 acres of the rugged backcountry near the Cherokee National

Citizens as far as 50 miles away prompted many E-911 phone calls questioning fnenodioe
burning vegetation. Many feared the security of their homes.
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Three children were killed and their mother injured in a fire that swept through aitgor@urban
Summit, lllinois.

The cause of the fire hasn't been determined. However, investigators Hediéve began in the living
room of the two-story frame building. The medical examiner's office said aegagfsihe 8-, 3-, and 1-
year-old are scheduled to determine an exact cause of death.

The children’'s mother was taken to Adventist La Grange Memorial Haspatdtical condition
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HA-HA-HOT! JOKES

A nursery school teacher was delivering a station wagon
full of kids home one day when a fire engine with lights
flashing and a wailing siren at full blast zoomed past.
Sitting in the front seat next to the driver of the fire engin
was a Dalmatian. The children, never having seen a dog
fire engine before, started to discuss what the dog might
for.
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"They use him to keep crowds back," said one youngster.

"No," said another, "he's just for good luck."

Several more ideas were put forward and an animated

discussion soon ensued when a little girl who had sat quiet!

throughout the discussion and deep in thought finally
brought the argument to a close...

"They use the dog," she said firmly, "to find the fire
hydrant.”




